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Hear from our president 

 I was honored to be elected OCAFC’s president. I have been an advocate 

for the Asian-American community for over a decade, serving within OCA 

on both the local and national level, as well as with multiple other 

organizations. I also hold multiple positions on the board of OCA National 

on a volunteer basis. I teach ESL in the Hartford public schools on a full 

time basis.  

OCAFC was founded in 1973, OCA – Asian Pacific American Advocates is 

a 501(c)(3) national non-profit, membership-driven organization based in 

Washington, D.C. with over 50 chapters and affiliates around the country. 

Touching hundreds of thousands of AAPIs each year. Our chapter is called 

Organization of Chinese Americans of Fairfield County. Please find 

attached information about our board of directors or visit our website at: 

www.ocafc.org 

 

Getting prepared to be counted on the 2020 census 

The once-every-10-years 2020 Census is underway. It counts the number of 

people living in the US. Census forms were sent to every household starting in 

early March. They are sent to “The Household of“ each address. Please note, 

if you are renting, it is for you, not the owner of the unit. It is vitally important 

that everyone, including every Asian American be counted, whether a citizen, 

permanent resident, new immigrant, student, here on a work visa or 

undocumented. The census responses are safe, secure, and protected by 

federal law to be used to distribute federal funds to local communities to 

support schools, clinics road repair/building and other community programs. 

They are not used by other federal agencies like FBI, CIA, DHS (Department 

of Homeland Security) or ICE (Immigration and Customs Enforcement). 

www.2020census.gov. Also refer to page 5 of this newsletter. 
 

Update about our school 

The Chinese Language School of Fairfield County has been teaching 

children the Chinese Language and culture for several years at Rippowam 

in Stamford. Due to COVID-19, the school has switched to teach children 

via online. Our teachers are all native Mandarin speakers and teach 

traditional and simplified Chinese. Please visit the school ’s website for 

more details: www.chineseschoolct.org 

 

Norwalk CT, NICE Festival on Saturday, July 11, 2020 starting at 11:00 AM at 

the Oyster Shell Park, Norwalk, CT  

OCAFC will be participating at this event and we encourage everyone to 

stop by and visit our table. NICE is an organization coordinating a unique 

showcase for the city of Norwalk by highlighting its diversity. The event 

draws in a vast array of cultures and is a wonderful learning experience for 

those who attend. As a public school teacher in a neighboring city, the 

NICE festival is the kind of environment that teachers thrive for in their 

classrooms. The festival promotes our differences while fostering the 

acceptance of humanity. Keeping the event free is a huge factor in 

attendance and affords everyone in community to unite. Many other 

festivals which have entrance fees are often cost prohibitive for those who 

are economically disadvantaged. We will update closer to the date in case 

it does not take place due to COVID-19.  

 https://norwalknice.org/  

 

Visit: Ocafc.org Contact us at: info@ocafc.org 

Visit this page to subscribe:  https://www.ocafc.org/contact-us/ 

Next edition: April 31, 2020    
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Meet our Current Board of Directors 

 

Elections were held on November 23, 2019 to elect Board members for the term 2020-2022. 

We are delighted to welcome new members, Olga Bruce, Bo Zhang and Michael Teng. 

They bring new ideas and skills to enrich our efforts. We thank returning members for their 

continued service to the organization.  We also gratefully thank the following members who 

have stepped down. Their energies and commitment have kept our organization vital. We 

especially thank Steve Chin, our immediate past President, whose boundless energy and 

cheer has engaged our organization with other non-profits in the areas and extended our 

involvement and participation in community service, such as Postal Service Food Drive. 

Steve and his wife Lina have also devoted many years to the leadership of the Chinese 

Language School of Fairfield County. Jean Tang is replaced by Ino Dunn, as the 

representative of CLS. Jocelyn Riddle stepped down to devote more time as a 

representative of the Town of Greenwich. Tom Chien stepped down after decades of service 

on the board. Thank you all! The results are: 

 

 

Miriam Yeung, 
President 

 

Mrs. Yeung has been a tireless advocate for the Asian-
American community for many years, serving within OCA on 
both the local and national level, as well as with multiple other 
organizations. She is a past President of OCAFC and a current 
Board member as well as serving in multiple positions on the 
board of OCA National. She also teaches ESL in the Hartford 
public schools. 

Pauline Brody,  
Vice President 

 

Mrs. Brody has been an active leader within the OCAFC 
community going back several decades to its origins as the 
Chinese Association of Fairfield County.  She has served as 
President as well as Chairman of CLS in the past.  

 

Stanely Chen, 
Secretary 
 
 
 
 

Stanley is serving on the current board. The Chen family has 
been long term members of OCAFC. Annie taught at the 
Chinese School for many years. 
 

Mary Moy,  
Treasurer 

Ms. Mary Anne Moy 
Mary believes strongly in civic responsibility and participation, 
and has been active on the OCAFC board for many terms, 
including President. Her investment management business 
focusing on families and non-profit organizations gives her a 
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level of comfort in dealing with OCAFC’s financial matters. She 
is responsible for filing our tax returns. 
 

SC Tang, 
Book-Keeper 

 

Dr. S. C. Tang 
Dr. Tang has served on the Board of the Chinese Language 
School of Fairfield County for the past 9 years and as our 
Book-keeper for the last two years. He is the Founder and 
CEO of Generation100 LLC, a licensed distributor of a line of 
proprietary and patented nutraceutical products called 
Metadichol that is designed to modulate the immune system. 
He has a Ph.D. in Statistics and a master’s degree in Electrical 
Engineering; was an Assistant Professor at Louisiana State 
University Medical Center and has worked at a number of 
pharmaceutical companies. 

Bo Zhang, 
Membership 

 

Bo Zhang 
As a Financial Advisor at Morgan Stanley, Bo is committed to 
providing highly personalized solutions to his clients. Bo 
believes that the foundation of comprehensive wealth 
management begins with solid financial planning focused on 
achieving each client’s unique financial goals. Bo grew up in 
China and received his MPA from Pace University in 2011. Bo 
has a deep commitment to philanthropy. In 2017, Bo was 
selected to present a workshop at the annual NFP Leadership 
Summit. Bo actively volunteers for different nonprofit 
organizations in Westchester and Fairfield counties. Bo 
currently lives in Stamford with his wife.  

  
Our Directors at large 

 
 

Olga Bruce 

Mrs. Bruce is the current Chairperson of the Chinese Language School. She became 
interested in the Chinese School after having her two daughters, ages 8 and 5 at the time, 
who are fluent in Spanish become passionate about learning the Traditional Mandarin. 
During her full time job, Mrs. Bruce is responsible for investor relations, marketing, 
fundraising and public relations activities at Starwood Energy.  She holds a B.S. in 
Business Management from Albertus Magnus College and an MBA in Business 
Administration from Colorado State University 

 

Alice Chen  

Mrs. Chen has served at CLS and the Board for many terms. Her expertise with data 
bases is especially appreciated. She has managed our mailing list and Eventbrite site for 
many years. She and her family are always ready to help in any way. 
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Ino Dunn 

Mrs. Dunn is a long-term member of the Chinese community here, Ino has taught at CLS 
for many years and is currently its Principal. She is passionate about spreading the 
Chinese culture. 

 

Dr. Jason Liu 

Dr. Liu is a two-term President of OCAFC, Jason is a longtime supporter of the Chinese 
community in Fairfield County. He can always be relied upon to promote our activities. 
Jason provides valuable contact with the business community in Fairfield County 

 

Michael Teng 

Mr. Teng  is a licensed full-time REALTOR® in lower Fairfield County. Born and raised in 
New York City, Michael has always been active in the Asian American 
community.  Growing up, weekly trips to Chinatown with his parents sparked Michael's 
interest in Chinese culture and language. A graduate of Stony Brook University, Michael 
was president of the Chinese Association of Stony Brook.  He also hosted a weekly 
Chinese pop music program for the college radio station.  Before real estate, Michael 
spent more than two decades working as a television news producer.  As a member of the 
Asian American Journalists Association, he served as a mentor to TV reporters and 
producers just entering the business.  Michael also coordinated AAJA's Student 
Broadcast Project, which provided college students with one-on-one mentoring with 
professional journalists. 
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All about the 2020 census 
 (Continued from page one) 

 
2020 Census 

The once-every-10-years 2020 Census is underway. It counts the number of people living in 

the US. Census forms were sent to every household starting in early March. They are sent 

to “The Household of“ each address. Please note, if you are renting, it is for you, not the 

owner of the unit. It is vitally important that everyone, including every Asian American be 

counted, whether a citizen, permanent resident, new immigrant, student, here on a work 

visa or undocumented.  You will be asked a few simple questions like age, sex, number of 

people living in the home, including children, whether you are renting or own your home. 

You are not asked for your social security number, citizenship status, bank or credit card 

number or political party affiliation. The census responses are safe, secure, and protected 

by federal law to be used to distribute federal funds to local communities to support schools, 

clinics road repair/building and other community programs. They are not used by other 

federal agencies like FBI, CIA, DHS (Department of Homeland Security) or ICE (Immigration 

and Customs Enforcement). 

You can answer the questionnaire on paper and send by mail, on-line at 

https://my2020census.gov/ or by phone at 844-330-2020 in English, 844-391-2020 in 

Mandarin Chinese or 844-398-2020 or in Cantonese www.2020census.gov. If your census 

is not completed by late May, a census taker will knock on your door to help you answer the 

questionnaire. If you are not home, he/she will return again and again until the questionnaire 

is answered. 

If you would like to help by becoming a part-time census taker going door to door, there are 

paid jobs available. Apply at 

https://2020census.gov/en/jobs.%20.html#2020CensusJobs#ApplyOnline. Language 

proficiencies other than English is valued. Several OCA members have already signed up to 

be census takers.  

For additional info about the census, see www.2020census.gov in English 

https://www.2020census.gov/zh-hans.html in simplified Chinese or 

https://www.2020census.gov/zh-hant.html in traditional Chinese.  

Please share this info with your friends and family. It is important that the Asian community 

be counted accurately to receive our share of social and health and other services for our 

communities. Not answering the census means undercounting and receiving less 

representation and fewer resources allocated. 

Contact us at officers@ocafc.org if you have any questions. We are fluent in several 

languages including Chinese and Spanish.  

https://my2020census.gov/
tel:844-330-2020
tel:844-391-2020
tel:844-398-2020
http://www.2020census.gov/
https://2020census.gov/en/jobs.%20.html#2020CensusJobs
http://www.2020census.gov/
https://www.2020census.gov/zh-hans.html
https://www.2020census.gov/zh-hant.html
mailto:officers@ocafc.org


 
 
 
 

Page | 7  
 

 

Census 2020 Community Call (#AAPI2020)  

The first Census Community Call occurred on February 20, 2020 for Asian American & Pacific Islanders 

(AAPI) organizations and volunteers.  These planning calls are scheduled to provide direct flow of 

important updates, an opportunity to talk through our progress, best practices and how we can support 

each other.   

 

1. Tuesday, March 31 @ 8pm - Census Language Outreach.  For assistance in completing the Census 

survey.  Translations in different languages.  Please email: mriam6yeung@gmail.com  and specify your 

language preference. 

2. Wednesday, April 1 @ 8pm - Census Day of Action, Census Hotline.  To answer general questions 

about the Census. 

Please email: miriam6yeung@sgmail.com for specific questions. 

 

Census 2020 

You should have received instructions for completing your 2020 Census questionnaire online.  If you 

haven’t, please use your Census ID that was given to you.  If the Census Bureau does not receive your 

response online, then a paper questionnaire will be mailed to your address in a few weeks. 

 

OCA-FC is awarded a Census 2020 Minigrant 

On March 12, 2020, OCA National announced the recipient of a $1,000 Census 2020 Minigrant to OCA-FC, 

Fairfield County, CT.  The funds will be used to conduct 2020 Census outreach, through email, flyers, etc. 

 

National Quarterly OCA Board Meeting will move to a video conference 

Due to health concerns around the COVID-19 and based on guidance from the CDC and other public health 

officials, the April 4-5, 2020 National Quarterly OCA Board Meeting scheduled in Philadelphia, PA will 

move a Zoom video conference. 

 

COVID-19 Hate Crimes 

Because of Asian stigmatizing due to the COVID-19 outbreak, OCA released a March 18 Press Release and 

a March 23 Organizational Sign-On with 162 organizations who have already signed on.   

 

mailto:mriam6yeung@gmail.com
mailto:miriam6yeung@sgmail.com
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After the Fire, a Chinatown Museum Sifts 

Through What Survived 

Families are celebrating hundreds of boxes of heirlooms that were unloaded from the scorched 

interior of 70 Mulberry Street. Source: 

https://www.nytimes.com/2020/03/23/arts/design/chinatown-museum-fire-

archives.html?referringSource=articleShare 

 

By Julia Jacobs 

March 23, 2020 

  When a fire ripped through the upper floors of the red brick building that held the archives of 

the Museum of Chinese in America, the staff thought that all was lost. 

The second floor of 70 Mulberry Street, a 130-year-old building that is a cherished cultural 

landmark in Chinatown, had been home to 85,000 items that helped tell the story of more than a 

century of Chinese-American history and culture. There were signs from long-shuttered 

Chinatown restaurants, traditional textiles, delicate paper sculptures and the jiapu, or 

genealogies, of families that document traditional Chinese names over decades. 

The fire started on Jan. 23 at around 8 p.m. on the fourth floor, destroying the roof of the 

building but leaving the museum’s collection unburned. The archives were still in grave danger: 

https://www.nytimes.com/2020/03/23/arts/design/chinatown-museum-fire-archives.html?referringSource=articleShare
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/03/23/arts/design/chinatown-museum-fire-archives.html?referringSource=articleShare
https://www.nytimes.com/by/julia-jacobs
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Firefighters had pumped water into the building for more than 20 hours, and museum staff 

members were told that no one would be allowed to enter and retrieve the items for months, 

leaving them to deteriorate and grow mold. 

The message that went out to the community was that tens of thousands of artifacts were likely 

to be lost. 

Nancy Yao Maasbach, the president of the museum, received frantic calls and text messages 

from dozens of people whose family heirlooms had been donated to the collection. The museum 

— which is now based on Centre Street, just a short walk from the site of the fire — has been 

documenting Chinese-American history since it was founded in 1980 as the New York 

Chinatown History Project. 

“There was a groundswell of mourning,” Ms. Maasbach said. “It was like 350 family legacies 

had died.” 

The day before a planned community march to pressure the city to save the artifacts, municipal 

officials informed the museum that it would be able to recover the waterlogged archives earlier 

than expected. 

From early morning to evening on March 8, about 20 workers wearing hard hats and gas masks 

passed more than 2,000 boxes filled with the beloved archives from one person to the next, down 

the building’s fire escape and into a truck. Watching from across Bayard street, under the awning 

of a Cantonese noodle shop, Ms. Maasbach and her museum colleagues tried to identify the 

objects being saved from the wreckage. 

 

Working in bucket-brigade style, workers passed artifacts down the fire escape and into a truck 

that would transport them to a facility in Rockland County.Credit...Jeenah Moon for The New 

York Times 

https://www.nytimes.com/2020/01/24/nyregion/chinatown-museum-fire.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/01/24/nyregion/chinatown-museum-fire.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2009/09/22/arts/design/22museum.html
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“I think that’s a qipao!” Ms. Maasbach said, referring to a traditional Chinese dress, which was 

coming down in a rectangular, water-stained box. 

The artifacts were taken to Rockland County, where a private company specializing in disaster 

cleanup will try to salvage as much as possible. 

The vast majority of the archives were retrieved from the wreckage, but it is too soon to tell how 

much can be preserved during the monthslong process. Here are some artifacts that did survive. 

Letters from Kai Lee’s parents 

 

A letter written by Kai Lee’s mother, Chofeng Lin Lee, requested an extension to her maternity 

leave. Dated Feb. 24, 1946.Credit...Rachel Papo for The New York Times 

There, most of the museum’s artifacts were packed tightly into a freezer truck, kept at about 18 

degrees to hinder mold growth. 
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When the door of the truck was lifted for the staff to see inside, the director of collections, Yue 

Ma, hoisted herself into the container and began sifting through documents, wearing blue 

disposable gloves. 

One of the first pieces she pried out of the densely packed boxes was from a collection of letters 

written by Hsin-Chih Lee and Chofeng Lin Lee, two Peking University graduates who 

immigrated from China to the United States separately in the late 1930s and later married in New 

York. 

In one letter — dated Feb. 24, 1946 — Ms. Lee, who was 35 years old at the time, asked her boss 

to extend her maternity leave by six months because she could not afford child care. 

The baby Ms. Lee was nursing was Kai Lee, who grew up to become a scholar of environmental 

studies. In the early 1990s, he found a leather suitcase filled with his parents’ letters. And in 

2007, after they had died, he donated much of the correspondence to the museum. 

Kai Lee, 74, said the museum was interested in the letters because they offered insight into the 

lives of highly educated Chinese immigrants. Mr. Lee said his mother was one of the few women 

to graduate from Peking University in the 1930s and went on to become an employee of the 

United Nations Secretariat. His father graduated from college, despite having been born into a 

peasant family, and later worked as an editor for a newspaper in Manhattan’s Chinatown. 

“When I saw the news about the fire, I notified our daughters and their husbands about this loss 

of the family’s legacy,” Mr. Lee said in a phone interview. “We had all grieved about it.” 

The realization that the letters survived, Mr. Lee said, was a “wonderful gift.”The legacy of a 

Chinese hand laundry 
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A photograph of the Chin family at Sam Wah Laundry in the Bronx, from the museum. It was placed in a 

room filled with industrial fans to dry out.Credit...Rachel Papo for The New York Times 

Tucked into a musty room at the facility in Rockland County, cluttered with artifacts that had 

been laid out to dry on every surface available, there was a poster-size photo of a family of four 

standing inside a cramped office space. 

The photograph showed the Chin family in Sam Wah Laundry in 1952. The father, Quock Chin, 

married a daughter of the Wong family, which had purchased the hand laundry in the Bronx in 

the 1930s. 

“They often lived, ate and worked in that space 24/7,” Ms. Maasbach said of the families who 

ran laundries. 

In 1981 Mr. Chin was killed in an attempted robbery. The family decided to close the business 

and move to New Jersey. But first, his widow offered the museum the laundry’s contents in an 

effort to document the lives of workers like her family. 

 

 

A bronze Buddha lightens the mood 

https://www.nytimes.com/1982/02/20/nyregion/bronx-robberies-laid-to-group-of-five-youths.html
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The bronze Buddha and basketballs autographed by members of the Chinatown team. The Buddha once 

sat in a Chinese restaurant on Long Island.Credit...Rachel Papo for The New York Times 

 

Once you see it, it’s hard to look away: a smiling Buddha, clutching his prayer beads, light 

reflecting off his bronze exterior. The big toe of his left foot was unnaturally shiny from his past 

life at a Chinese restaurant, where patrons would rub it for good luck. 

When Ms. Maasbach saw the Buddha sitting there, surrounded by industrial fans blowing air on 

his round cheeks, she immediately sent off a text. 

“Buddha is getting a facial at the offsite sauna,” she texted Rocky Chin, the retired civil rights 

attorney whose family had donated the statue. 

For decades, the Buddha sat in the lobby of Savoy Inn, a white-tablecloth establishment in 

Freeport, N.Y., that Mr. Chin’s aunt, Ettie Chin Hong, helped run. They believe her husband, 

Edward Lim Hong, acquired it on a trip to Taiwan. 

After the restaurant closed and Ms. Hong moved to a senior residence in Manhattan, the Buddha 

followed her. When she passed away, it came to the museum. 

Recovered miniature tea merchants 

https://cdm16694.contentdm.oclc.org/digital/collection/p15281coll12/id/656/
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These miniatures depict tea merchants from the Song dynasty. The artist, Xun Ye, crafted them from rice 

flour dough.Credit...Rachel Papo for The New York Times 

 

Inside the chilled truck, Ms. Ma uncovered a glass box with miniature figures inside: four tiny tea 

merchants frozen in conversation. 

The artist behind the figures was Xun Ye, 64, who made them from rice flour dough. When he 

was growing up in China, his grandfather, a famous flour figurine artist, taught him how to 

create the sculptures. 

Mr. Ye, who lives in Manhattan, didn’t know that this piece, titled “Chinese Tea,” had made its 

way to the Museum of Chinese in America. Mr. Ye’s sculpture had ended up in the hands of the 

co-founder of the museum, Jack Tchen, who donated it to the collection. 

Mr. Ye, who immigrated from Hangzhou, China, in 2000, had modeled these miniatures after a 

drawing of Song dynasty tea merchants that he had seen in a magazine in 1988. The merchants 

are arguing over whose tea is best. 

To create the sculptures, he uses rice flour, salt, water, steam, honey, oil and watercolors, he 

explained. He shapes the figures with his hands and homemade tools. 
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Newspapers printed in English and Chinese 

 

A clipping from a Chinese-language newspaper advertises Cantonese operas. Some newspapers were 

more damaged than others in the aftermath of the fire.Credit...Rachel Papo for The New York Times 

Among the piles of documents left to dry was a clipping from a Chinese-language newspaper 

that advertised Cantonese operas — one called “Unpredictable Beauty,” and another, “Wu Song 

Killed His Sister-in-Law.” 

This clipping and others had survived, but the museum’s staff was particularly concerned about 

the fate of another item, one of the few English-language newspapers in the 1950s and ’60s that 

was created for a multigenerational Chinese-American readership. The museum says it is the 

only institution to have in its collection the entire run of the monthly Chinese-American Times, 

which was established in 1955 by William Yukon Chang and had catered to the English-

speaking second-generation Chinese immigrants. 

The museum staff was told that the newspapers had absorbed a lot of water during the fire and 

were considered in the worst condition of all the artifacts. 

As they celebrated the recovery of archives they believed had been destroyed, the museum staff 

members had a nagging anxiety about the survival of newspapers like the Chinese-American 

Times, which chronicled the life, culture and politics of the Chinese in New York until the early 

1970s. 

“It’s our No. 1 worry right now,” Ms. Maasbach said, “in terms of the artifacts that could be 

lost.” 

https://www.nytimes.com/2019/09/12/nyregion/william-yukon-chang-dead.html
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Annie Correal and Eveline Chao contributed reporting. 

A version of this article appears in print on March 24, 2020, Section C, Page 1 of the New York edition 

with the headline: Saving History After Chinatown Fire. Order Reprints | Today’s Paper | Subscribe 

  

http://www.nytreprints.com/
https://www.nytimes.com/section/todayspaper
https://www.nytimes.com/subscriptions/Multiproduct/lp8HYKU.html?campaignId=48JQY
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Accepting applications at Fairbank Apartments, New Haven 

Rose Community Management, LLC 

 

 

Rental applications are being accepted for a one bedroom and two-bedroom unit at the Fairbank 

Apartments located in the Fair Haven Section of New Haven.  It is located close to public transportation, 

shopping, pharmacies, restaurants, and banks. 

Fairbank Apartments is an elderly and/or disabled low income US Dept of Housing & Urban 

Development (HUD) subsidized (or Section 8) apartment community.  There are a small number of units 

that do not receive subsidy so an eligible renter can pay the market rent for the apartment. 

Applicants must be a minimum of 62 years old or a minimum of 18 years old and disabled.  Rent is based 

on 30% of the applicant’s adjusted household income. 

If interested or have any questions, please contact Lynn Calabrese, Community Manager, 203.777.0696. 

Management Office, 355 Ferry St., New Haven, CT 06513. 
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Future Activities for OCA-FC 
 

We are in a state of emergency as our situation changes rapidly.  In keeping with the state’s social 

distancing policy, the OCA-FC Board has reluctantly cancelled all future OCA-FC activities indefinitely, 

until further notice. 

In the meantime, please take care of yourselves and your families.  Please follow all safe behaviors, stay 

informed and contact your health care provider if you have any questions. 

Stay in contact with friends and family from afar, do enjoyable activities,  and continue to read the   

OCA-FC newsletters for updates. 
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Other Announcements! 
 
 
Birth Announcement: 
  

Our President, Miriam & Horatio Yeung) welcome their first 
grandchild, Nian-Lee Yeung, Phoenix, AZ,  on March 19th at 
1:33pm, 8 lbs, 21 inches long. 
Baby is doing well. Mom is recovering from a minor infection 
and we wish them well and a full recovery to mom.  
 
 

 
 
If you would like to get involved with our organization, please feel free to contact us.  

 
 

Do you have an announcement?  
 
Please submit it to info@ocafc.org for the next newsletter!!! 
 
 

mailto:info@ocafc.org
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THE HOPES AND

ASPIRATIONS OF

ASIAN PACIFIC

AMERICANS

OCADemands Apology for Trump Tweets that

Stoke Anti-Asian Sentiment

18 March 2020

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Contact: Matthew Nguyen-Ngo I Civil Rights Fellow

202.223.5500 Imatthew.nguyen.ngo@ocanational.org

Disclaimer: this press release contains links to external news web sites; some of

these websites may report on topics sensitive to certain readers. Readeriviewer
discretion is advised.

Washington, DC - OCA -: Asian Pacific American Advocates reprimands the

Trump administration for publishing .muiiipie irresps.S..bsibie tweets referring to

COVID-19 as the "Chinese Virus." CaUing COVID-.19 the "Chinese Virus" invites

even more xenophobic discrimination, harassment, and assaults on Asian

American and Pacific Islander (AAPI) communities.

Attacks against ethnically-Chinese, AAPI, and AAPI-perceived individuals have

escalated dramatically over the past few months, including a brutal stabbiilg in

BrooklYD,. New York that left the victim in critical condition. These attacks have

been increasing in frequency and severity, and the assailants have targeted

people of all AAPI ethnicities. The President's references to COVID-19 as the

"Chinese Virus" only enable and exacerbate further attacks and harassment on

AAPI communities.
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Health Organization (WHO). and MaY0c.Q§..J3iasio of New York City. aU

discourage the practice of naming diseases after geographical locations, or

"cultur.si :_pOpuI8tioq. industry_or oCGupational refwenC:6':·. ,. Referring to COVID-

19 as the "Chinese Virus" associates the disease with Chinese ethnicity and

Asian ethnicities more generally.

OCA calls upon the Trump administration to retract and apologize to the AAPI

community for their racist tweets. We further ask that all elected officials and

community leaders refer to the virus by its proper name: COVID-19, and not the

"Chinese Virus" or any derivatives thereof.

OCA encourages victims/witnesses of hate crimes, and AAPI business owners

adversely affected by the coronavirus to contact Civil Rights Fellow Matt

Ng1dyert-I'JgQ for more resources and to share their stories at

OCA - Asian Pacific American Advocates is a national civil rights organization

dedicated to improving the social, political, and economic well-being of Asian

American and Pacific Islanders {AAPls}.
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Organizational sign-on: Executive Order

for Covid19 Hate Crimes Taskforce

Dear President Donald Trump, Attorney General William Barr, and FBI Director Christopher

Wray:

On behalf of OCA - Asian Pacific American Advocates, and the undersigned organizations,

we urge you to publicly recognize and denounce the increasing racist attacks and

discrimination against the Asian American community, in the wake of rising concerns over

the Coronavirus Disease of 2019 (COVID-19).

Speciflcatty, we call upon the President to issue an Executive Order to establish a Task Force

for the purpose of investigating and protecting the civil rights of Asian Americans and

Pacific Islanders (AAPls). in collaboration with the Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) and

the Department of Justice (DOJ). We urge the FBI to prioritize and expand data collection of

hate crimes against AAPls, with particular attention to ethnic and geographic

disaggregation, to better inform our communities' response to this pressing issue. We

further ask the DOJ to reaffirm its commitment to AAPI survivors by making a public

statement and prioritizing the investigation of anti-AAPI hate crimes. Finally, we ask the

White House and other elected officials to cease using terms like "Chinese Virus", "Wuhan

Virus", and "Kung Flu," which falsely and harmfully associate COVID-19 with the Chinese

ethnicity.

Read more here: httQ:llbit.ly/covidhatecrime

* Required
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Your answer
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About Disaster Loans 
The U. S. Small Business Administration (SBA) provides low-interest, long-term disaster loans to businesses of all sizes, private non-profit 
organizations, homeowners, and renters to repair or replace uninsured/underinsured disaster damaged property. SBA disaster loans offer an 
affordable way for individuals and businesses to recover from declared disasters. 

 Apply: 1) online; 2) in-person at a disaster center;
or 3) by mail.

 Apply online at the SBA’s secure website
disasterloan.sba.gov/ela.

 As a business of any size, you may borrow up to
$2 million for physical damage.

 As a small business, small agricultural
cooperative, small business engaged in
aquaculture, or private non-profit organization
you may borrow up to $2 million for Economic
Injury.

 As a small business, you may apply for a
maximum business loan (physical and EIDL) of
$2 million.

 As a homeowner you may borrow up to
$200,000 to repair/replace your disaster
damaged primary residence.

 As a homeowner or renter, you may borrow up
to $40,000 to repair/replace damaged personal
property.

 SBA reviews your credit before conducting
an inspection to verify your losses.

 An SBA verifier will estimate the total
physical loss to your disaster damaged
property.

 A loan officer will determine your eligibility
during processing, after reviewing any
insurance or other recoveries.  SBA can make
a loan while your insurance recovery is
pending.

 A loan officer works with you to provide all
the necessary information needed to reach a
loan determination. Our goal is to arrive at a
decision on your application within
2 - 3 weeks.

 A loan officer will contact you to discuss the
loan recommendation and your next steps.
You will also be advised in writing of all loan
decisions.

 SBA will prepare and send your Loan Closing
Documents to you for your signature.

 Once we receive your signed Loan Closing
Documents, an initial disbursement will be
made to you within 5 days:

 Physical damage:

 $25,000

 Economic injury (working capital):

 $25,000 (In addition to the Physical

damage disbursement)

 A case manager will be assigned to work with
you to help you meet all loan conditions. They
will also schedule subsequent disbursements
until you receive the full loan amount.

 Your loan may be adjusted after closing due
to your changing circumstances, such as
increasing the loan for unexpected repair
costs or reducing the loan due to additional
insurance proceeds.

STEP 3: 
Loan Closed and 

Funds Disbursed 

STEP 2: 
Property Verified 

and 
Loan Processing 
Decision Made 

STEP 1: 

Apply for Loan 

The Three Step Process: 

Disaster Loans

http://www.sba.gov/disaster
https://disasterloan.sba.gov/ela
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Required Documentation 

The following documents are required to process your application and reach a loan decision. Your Loan Officer and Case Manager will assist you to 

ensure that you submit the proper documentation. Approval decision and disbursement of loan funds is dependent on receipt of your documentation. 

BUSINESSES HOMEOWNERS AND RENTERS 
 Business Loan Application (SBA Form 5) completed and signed by business

applicant.

 IRS Form 4506-T completed and signed by Applicant business, each
principal owning 20% or more of the applicant business, each general
partner or managing member and, for any owner who has more than a 50%
ownership in an affiliate business.  (Affiliates include business parent,
subsidiaries, and/or businesses with common ownership or management).

 Complete copies, including all schedules, of the most recent Federal income
tax returns for the applicant business; an explanation if not available.

 Personal Financial Statement (SBA Form 413) completed, signed and dated
by the applicant (if a sole proprietorship), each principal owning 20% or
more of the applicant business, each general partner or managing member.

 Schedule of Liabilities listing all fixed debts (SBA Form 2202 may be used).

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION THAT MAY BE NECESSARY TO PROCESS
YOUR APPLICATION:
 Complete copies, including all schedules, of the most recent Federal income

tax returns for each principal owning 20% or more of the applicant
business, each general partner or managing member, and each affiliate
when any owner has more than a 50% ownership in the affiliate business.
Affiliates include, but are not limited to, business parents, subsidiaries,
and/or other businesses with common ownership or management.

 If the most recent Federal income tax return has not been filed, a year-end
profit and loss statement and balance sheet for that tax year is acceptable.

 A current year-to-date profit and loss statement.

 Additional Filing Requirements (SBA Form 1368) providing monthly sales
figures.

 Home Loan Application (SBA Form 5c) completed and signed by Applicant
and Co-Applicant.

 IRS Form 4506-T completed and signed by Applicant and Co-Applicant.

APPLY FOR ASSISTANCE AT 
disasterloan.sba.gov/ela 

Or Call 
1-800-659-2955 (SBA Customer Service Center)

1-800-877-8339 (TTY: Deaf and Hard-of-Hearing) 

http://www.sba.gov/disaster
https://disasterloan.sba.gov/ela
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